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Changes to the EPA'S RMP Regulations 

 

The EPA pushed ahead and published a final rule regarding Risk Management 
Plans on December 3, 2018, EPA. There are some additional requirements 

applying now, and some will be phased in in the future. Two of the most 
important changes, which could affect midstream facilities, include who can 
conduct audits and conducting a “Safer Technology and Alternative Analysis 

(STAA).   
 

 

 

Audits 

 

 

STAA 

 

 

 
 
 

Contek's 

Leadership 

 

 

  

Third Party Compliance Audits 

 

Per sections 68.58 and 68.79 compliance audits are required for both Program 
Level 2 and Level 3 processes. In sections 68.58 (f-h) and 68.79 (f-h) the EPA 

states that the next required compliance audit conducted by a third-party for a 
Program Level 2 or 3 facility would be when one of the following occurs: a) an 
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accidental release, meeting the criteria in 68.42(a), from a covered process, or 
b) a implementing agency requires a third-party audit based on noncompliance 
including when a previous third-party audit failed to meet the competency  
 

It looks like the owner and operator of the covered process can still do a self-
audit if the two previous situations do not occur. The EPA list third-party auditor 

qualifications which include; A licensed Professional Engineer (PE) or include a 
licensed PE on the audit.  
 

STAA  
                                                      
A preliminary review of section 68.67 (c)(8) pertaining to the safer technology 

and alternative analysis (STAA), indicates that the EPA only designates certain 
industry sectors to be applicable. The EPA limits this requirement to Program 
Level 3 processes that have the following NAICS codes; 324 (petroleum and 

coal products manufacturing) and 325 (chemical manufacturing).  
 

Typically, upstream and mid-stream facilities are listed as NAICS codes; 21112 
(Natural Gas Liquid Extraction), 49319 (Warehousing and Storage), and 42471 

(Petroleum Bulk Stations and Terminals). However, facility owners need to 
make sure that their facility is not listed under one of the 324 or 325 codes.  
 

How can Contek Help? 

Contek is a leader in providing RMP and PSM services for the upstream and 

mid-stream industries. Contek’s highly experienced professionals can write 
PSM/ RMP programs, conduct the necessary safety & engineering reviews and 
also conduct third party audits in accordance with the EPA’s requirements.   
 

Contact Garrett Wimberly at 972-510-7668 for assistance with RMP and PSM 
requirements.   
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